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here used is such as would be served by nothing short of a
somewhat protracted and inclusive familiarity with the en-
tire range of literature in question. The early culture of the
Germanic- peoples, and of their pre-German forebears, that
so comes in sight in these archaeological and literary antiqui-
ties, is made use of as a term of contrast against which to
exhibit the characteristic traits of the modern era, and as
showing the cultural point of departure of these peoples,
toward which any drift of reversion in their case will neces-
sarily set.
It may also appear that a larger attention has been given
to the case of the English-speaking community than would
seem warranted by the caption of the title-page. Here, again,
the need of a term of comparison has been allowed to decide,
as well as the fact that, in the industrial respect, the current
German situation is a derivative of the English and an out-
come of the past development of the industrial arts as
worked out in Great Britain. Some attention has therefore
necessarily been given to this past development of industry
and its consequences in the British community.
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